
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE NEWTON CITY COUNCIL 
108 N. VAN BUREN St. 

NEWTON, IL 62448 
August 18, 2026 

• Public Hearing for the Public Infrastructure Community Development Block 
Grant Southeast System Watermain Rehabilitation Project on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 

• Public Hearing to Vacate Alley Running East and West from Walnut St. to 
Stevens St. of Anna Stevens Subdivision in the City of Newton, Illinois, on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 5:45 PM.  

• Public Hearing to Vacate Alley Running North and South from Reynolds St. 
to Curtis St. located between Walnut St. and Stevens St. of Anna Stevens 
Subdivision in the City of Newton, Illinois, on Tuesday, August 18, 2026 at 
5:45 PM.  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Attorney William Heap 

Attorney William Heap called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Alderman RJ Lindemann 

Pledge of allegiance to the flag was led by Alderman RJ Lindemann 
3. ROLL CALL:  Maggie McDonald, City Clerk  

Physically present:  Gayle Glumac, Kaleb Wright, RJ Lindemann and Mike 
Swick 
Also present:  Attorney William Heap, Treasurer Melissa Brooks and City 
Clerk Maggie McDonald 
Absent:  Mayor Joshua Kuhl, Alderman Larry Brooks and Alderman Eric 
Blake  

4. Attorney William Heap appoints Alderman Michael Swick as Mayor Pro Tem. 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Kaleb Wright to appoint 
Alderman Michael Swick as Mayor Pro Tem. 
Ayes:  Glumac, Wright, Lindemann, Swick 
Nays:  None 

5. ADOPT OR AMEND AGENDA:   
Motion was made by Kaleb Wright, seconded by Gayle Glumac, to adopt 
the proposed agenda.   
Ayes:  Wright, Lindemann, Swick, Glumac 
Nays:  None 

6. APPROVAL OF REGULAR MINUTES of August 4, 2026. 
Motion was made by Kaleb Wright, seconded by RJ Lindemann, to approve 
the minutes of the August 4, 2026 meeting of the Newton City Council. 
Ayes:  Lindemann, Swick, Glumac, Wright 
Nays:  None 

7. APPROVAL OF BILLS & ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 
Alderman Lindemann reviewed the pre-paids in the amount of $78,981.88 
and the bills and accounts payable earlier today and makes a motion to 
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approve the pre-paids and authorize payment of the bills and accounts 
payable in the amount of $242,758.67.  Gayle Glumac seconded the motion. 
Ayes:  Swick, Glumac, Wright, Lindemann 
Nays:  None 

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS OR COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  

• Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Tuesday, August 11, 2026 Special Use Permit Request 
– Frankie Arnone 6:00 PM – 6:22 PM 
Meeting was called to order by Kenneth Albrecht at 6:00 PM. 
Lanette Huddleston led in Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was taken, present:  Jacque Cowger, Ben Borgic, Tom Clark, Lanette Huddleston, 
Ken Albrecht and John Stone 
Absent:  Twyla Harvey 
Minutes from the May 12, 2026 Meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals were read and 
approved. 

• Chairman Albrecht stated tonight’s meeting is to consider a Special Use Request submitted 
by Frankie Arnone to establish and operate a private tattoo studio as a home occupation 
within a camper located on his property.   

• Mr. Arnone presented his proposal to the Board. He explained that the tattoo studio would be 
private and operated by appointment only, with no employees other than himself. There is 
adequate space on the property for clients to park in the driveway without obstructing the 
street. 

• Mr. Arnone stated that he has made significant renovations to the camper to ensure it meets 
State requirements and allows him to legally operate his business.  He explained that 
approval of the Special Use Request is necessary for him to continue obtaining and 
maintaining his State tattoo business license.  Once in operation, the tattoo studio will be 
subject to annual inspection by the State. 

• Mr. Arnone shared his passion for his artwork and his desire to share his talent with others. 
He also stated that, if the Special Use Permit is granted, he will donate 5% of his sales to 
Honey Do Ministries in Newton, Illinois. 

• There were no public statements or objections regarding the request. Following discussion, 
the Board expressed its support for the proposal. 
Ben Borgic made the motion, Jacque Cowger seconded, to grant the Special Use Permit 
allowing Frankie Arnone to establish and operate a private tattoo studio as a home 
occupation within a camper located on his property.   
Ayes:  Cowger, Borgic, Clark, Huddleston, Albrecht 
Nays:  None 
Jacque Cowger made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ben Borgic seconded, the motion. 
Ayes:  Borgic, Clark, Huddleston, Albrecht, Cowger 
Meeting adjourned at 6:22 PM. 
Submitted by:  Maggie McDonald, City Clerk 

10. OLD BUSINESS:   
A. Discuss storm water improvements at the Kibler Condos and Hickory Dr. 
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The city engineer presented two quotes to the council for the proposed 
culvert repair.  The committee will meet to review the options and 
determine which approach will efficiently fix the issues and the most 
feasible and cost-effective for the city.  The city and city engineer will 
begin moving forward with the preliminary work, including obtaining the 
necessary surveys and locating existing utilities.  There is also a 
sanitary sewer main in the vicinity that will be inspected closely to 
identify any repairs that may be needed while the area is under 
construction.  The city is also working to finalize an alternate access 
route for residents of the Kibler Condos and Hickory Dr. to ensure 
continued access to the area during construction. 

B. Consider and act on authorizing the city to partner with Milano and Grunloh 
Engineers to apply for the ITEP (Illinois Transportation Enhancement 
Program) Grant. 
Motion dies for lack of motion.  

C. Consider and act on authorizing the obligation of surplus TIF funds in the 
amount of $50,000 for the Washington St. Sidewalk Replacement Project.  
Motion dies for lack of motion.  

D. Consider and act on authorizing Pay Estimate #2 to B & T Drainage in the 
amount of $102,400.59.  ($16,398 for the Watermain Upgrade Between 
Hutton Dr. and Homestead, $31,843 for the Courthouse Water Service Line, 
and $54,159.59 for the E. Reynolds Watermain Replacement Project). 
Motion dies for lack of motion.  

E. Consider and act on authorizing Invoice #2 to Stone and Waggoner in the 
amount $15,052.99.  (2,540 for the Watermain Upgrade Between Hutton Dr. 
and Homestead, $4,776 for the Courthouse Water Service Line, and 
$7,736.99 for the E. Reynolds Watermain Replacement Project). 
Motion dies for lack of motion.  

F. Consider and act on passing Ordinance 26-11 Vacating the Public Alley 
Running East and West from Walnut St. to Stevens St. of Anna Stevens 
Subdivision in the City of Newton, Illinois. 
Motion dies for lack of motion.  

G. Consider and act on passing Ordinance 26-12 Vacating the Public Alley 
Running North and South from Reynolds St. to Curtis St. of Anna Stevens 
Subdivision in the City of Newton, Illinois.  
Motion dies for lack of motion. 

H. Consider and act on passing Resolution 26-11 a Resolution of Support for the 
City to Apply for the Public Infrastructure Community Development Block 
Grant Southeast System Watermain Rehabilitation Project. 
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Motion was made by Gayle Glumac, seconded by Kaleb Wright, to pass 
Resolution 26-11 a Resolution of Support for the City to Apply for the 
Public Infrastructure Community Development Block Grant Southeast 
System Watermain Rehabilitation Project. 
Ayes:  Swick, Glumac, Wright, Lindemann 
Nays:  None 

11. NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consider and act on passing Resolution 26-12 Concerning Closed Session 

Minutes. 
Motion was made by Kaleb Wright, seconded by RJ Lindemann, to pass 
Resolution 26-12 Concerning Closed Session Minutes. 
Ayes:  Glumac, Wright, Lindemann, Swick 
Nays:  None 

B. Consider and act on passing Resolution 26-13 Authorizing the Destruction of 
Closed Session Audio Recordings between September 2024 – January 2025. 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Kaleb Wright, to pass 
Resolution 26-13 Authorizing the Destruction of Closed Session Audio 
Recordings between September 2024 – January 2025. 
Ayes:  Wright, Lindemann, Swick, Glumac 
Nays:  None 

C. Consider and act on authorizing two employees from the Wastewater 
Department to attend the Southern Illinois Wastewater Operators Association 
Meeting at Rend Lake on Thursday, August 20, 2026, for training and CEU 
Credits.  Total cost for both employees is $70 plus allowable expenses.  
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Gayle Glumac, to 
authorize two employees from the Wastewater Department to attend the 
Southern Illinois Wastewater Operators Association Meeting at Rend 
Lake on Thursday, August 20, 2026, for training and CEU Credits.  Total 
cost for both employees is $70 plus allowable expenses.  
Ayes:  Lindemann, Swick, Glumac, Wright 
Nays:  None 

D. Consider and act on authorizing one employee from the Wastewater 
Department to attend the Illinois Rural Water Association Hands-On 
Wastewater Lab Workshop and Training in Centralia, Illinois on Wednesday, 
August 26 & 27, 2026.  Total cost is $250 plus allowable expenses.   
Motion was made by Kaleb Wright, seconded by RJ Lindemann, to 
authorize one employee from the Wastewater Department to attend the 
Illinois Rural Water Association Hands-On Wastewater Lab Workshop 
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and Training in Centralia, Illinois on Wednesday, August 26 & 27, 2026.  
Total cost is $250 plus allowable expenses.   
Ayes:  Lindemann, Swick, Glumac, Wright 
Nays:  None 

E. Consider and act on authorizing the Special Event Application submitted by 
the Newton PTO to host a Color Run on Saturday, September 19, 2026 from 
7:00 AM – 9:00 AM.  
Motion was made by Gayle Glumac, seconded by Kaleb Wright, to 
authorize the Special Event Application submitted by the Newton PTO to 
host a Color Run on Saturday, September 19, 2026 from 7:00 AM – 9:00 
AM.  
Ayes:  Swick, Glumac, Wright, Lindemann 
Nays:  None 

12. STATEMENTS BY:   
Glumac:  No comments. 
Wright:  No comments.   
Lindemann:  Presented utility adjustments.  Thanked all the residents who came to the 
public hearing, regarding the vacation of the alleys, to voice their concerns.  Apologized 
to B&T Drainage and Stone and Waggoner for not approving the invoices.  There are 
some unclear charges that need to be straightened out first.  Voiced opposition to the 
Capital Development Fund.   
City Attorney:  No comments.  
City Treasurer:  Voiced concerns regarding the $50,000 surplus TIF funds.  Something 
needs to be decided for auditing purposes and will need to be addressed again.  
City Clerk:  4 PO’s 

1. Wastewater Department and Street Department PO#13 to Hoerr Construction 
for the first phase of the sanitary sewer and storm sewer relining project.  This 
includes the cleaning and televising of the lines.  Total amount for this phase 
is $32,868.  Split $16,434 from Wastewater and $16,434 from Street. 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Kaleb Wright, to 
authorize the Wastewater Department and Street Department PO#13 to 
Hoerr Construction for the first phase of the sanitary sewer and storm 
sewer relining project.  This includes the cleaning and televising of the 
lines.  Total amount for this phase is $32,868.  Split $16,434 from 
Wastewater and $16,434 from Street. 
Ayes:  Swick, Glumac, Wright 
Nays:  Lindemann 

2. Wastewater PO#12 to Vandevanter Engineering for the Hooker Lift station 
upgrades in the total amount of $27,406. 
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Motion was made by Kaleb Wright, seconded by Gayle Glumac, to 
authorize the Wastewater PO#12 o Vandevanter Engineering for the 
Hooker Lift station upgrades in the total amount of $27,406. 
Ayes:  Glumac, Wright, Swick 
Nays:  Lindemann 

3. Electric Department PO#48-30 to JM Test Systems for the annual onsite 
testing of electrical safety equipment in the amount of $3,261. 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Gayle Glumac, 
authorize the Electric Department PO#48-30 to JM Test Systems for the 
annual onsite testing of electrical safety equipment in the amount of 
$3,261. 
Ayes:  Wright, Lindemann, Swick, Glumac 
Nays:  None 

4. Water Department PO# 2602 to Consolidated Pipe & Supply Co for (4) 4” 
valves to replace fire hydrants in the total amount of $3,483.48 $3,248.00.  
(tax of $235.48 was not deducted). 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Gayle Glumac, to 
authorize the Water Department PO# 2602 to Consolidated Pipe & 
Supply Co for (4) 4” valves needed to replace fire hydrants in the total 
amount of $3,248. 
Ayes:  Lindemann, Swick, Glumac, Wright 
Nays:  None 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike Swick:  Gave update on the media filters at the Water Plant.  
Filters one and three were really plugged up but everything has been remedied and is 
now working well.  I’m glad this issue was looked into, caught and fixed.  

13. NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  September 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM  
SCHEDULED COMMITTEE MEETINGS:   
• Electric Committee Meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  

14. ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion was made by RJ Lindemann, seconded by Gayle Glumac, to 
adjourn the meeting. 
Ayes:  Wright, Lindemann, Swick, Glumac 
Nays:  None 

Meeting adjourned at 6:43 PM. 
 
Submitted by: 
Maggie McDonald, City Clerk  


